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Court Actions and Dollar Amount - Quarterly Year on Year (%) Comparison
Data sourced from courts around Australia. Slight variations may occur due to 

time lags in accessing total monthly figures.

Court actions and judgements across Australia have increased significantly in the 
4th quarter of 2018 vs Q4 2017 except WA

Western Australia has 
seen a decrease in court 
actions and judgments in 
comparison to last year 

South Australia has seen its 
first significant increase in 
court actions and judgements 
since Quarter 3, 2017. 

While Queensland hasn’t seen 
a large increase in court 
actions, there has been a 67% 
increase in judgement 
amounts in comparison to 
Quarter 4, 2017. 

Victoria has seen the largest increase in court 
actions and judgements in comparison to 
previous quarters. Since last quarter, court actions 
have jumped to 67% from 10% and judgements 
to 79% from 20%. During Quarter 4, 2017, both 
court actions and judgements were down 34%.

New South Wales court 
actions and court action 
values have seen their 
first significant increase 
in over a year. 
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Average Payment Default ($ Value)
Quarterly Year on Year  %
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Cancelled Unincorporated Entities- 
Quarterly Year On Year %

The average payment default value has 
increased from the third quarter of 2018 by 

30% - the largest increase in over a year. 

The number of failed unincorporated entities 
has risen by 31% from the previous year. 

Unincorporated Entities include small 
businesses, sole traders, trusts and 

partnerships that have changed status from 
“active” to “cancelled”.
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New Bankruptcies 

Insolvencies
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YOY%: -1%

YOY% TOTAL (Nationwide including Tas, NT, ACT)

QLD: -11%

NSW: -3%

SA: -14% WA: 7%

VIC: -19%

Q4 2017: 7838 Q4 2018: 7043

Insolvencies have decreased by 11% in comparison to Quarter 3, 2018. They have 
decreased by 18% in comparison to Quarter 4, 2017. 

New bankruptcies across Australia have only decreased by 1% in comparison with 
last year. Victoria, Western Australia and Queensland saw the biggest decrease.

*Bankruptcy data sourced from AFSA
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